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Half 

Overview - Half.com is a subsidiary of eBay.  It was an independent website, until eBay bought it in 2000.  

Half.com and eBay are tightly integrated to the extent that your Half.com feedback shows up on eBay and 

vice versa, and you only have one account to access both services.  Think of Half.com as a site that 

allows sellers to list products for a fixed price,like Amazon. 

Half.com is known for its textbook and CD market.  Many students visit Half.com when classes begin to 

pick up cheap textbooks.  This isn’t to say that you can’t list other books on Half.com.  I currently list all 

the books I can on Half because it’s another site, like Amazon, that is free to list;you just have to pay a fee 

when the book sells.  Also, like Amazon, you have to match up your particular book with a book that it has 

in its database.  Half.com does not allow you to create your own listings and will strictly enforce this.  You 

must match up title, author, publisher, binding and publication date exactly.  I’ve had dozens of books 

come back to me that Half.com has de-listed because the binding is wrong. 

Usability – Half is pretty easy to maneuver around.  The seller account interface is easy to understand 

and has clear lines between different functions, such as inventory, orders, buying, and selling.  Half 

seems to merge the buyer aspect of the account with your seller account also.  It is sometimes nice to 

see both functions in the same place, but I would have preferred them to be completely separate. 

 

Half.com Sales Screen 

 

Potential Sales Volume – Half ranks #4 for my sales volume behind Amazon, eBay, and Alibris.  

According to my personal sales, Half.com accounts for roughly 3-5% of my total sales.  That’s not too bad 

for being absolutely free to list on.  I would estimate the same amount of sales for you depending on the 

types of books you sell.  For example, if you’re selling all collectible books you may not want to use 

Half.com.  Half is mostly about newer books that buyers buy based on content, not on whether they are 

collectable.  Also, something that increased my sales volume from Half is eBay’s recent move to list your 

Half.com inventory on eBay.  That seemed to get me a few more sales. 
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Fees – Half.com’s fees are pretty straightforward.  As of this writing, Half takes 15% of all books sold that 

sell from 75 cents to $50, 12.5% from sales of $50.01 to $100, 10% from sales $100.01 to $250, 7.5% 

from sales $250.01 to $500 and finally 5% for all orders over $500.  Half.com’s fees are as simple as it 

gets.  The only fee that they charge is that commission fee, so it’s easy to track your potential expenses 

through Half.  This makes Half one of the cheapest sites you can sell your books on. 

Getting PAID – Half.com pays twice each month to a checking account of your choosing.  You can only 

get paid through a direct ACH transfer with Half.  Also, payments are always on time and accurate from 

what I can tell.  I’ve never had a problem getting paid the correct amount from Half. 

 

Half Payment History Screen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


